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Key Humanitarian Updates This Week

Infant Mortality in Gaza Rises Sixfold

- The death rate among infants under one month of age has increased six 
times compared to the period before October 7, 2023.

- Severe malnutrition is worsening among newborns in Gaza’s hospitals due 
to the depletion of infant formula and nutritional supplements, compounded 
by the ongoing Israeli blockade.

Neonatal units are overwhelmed with infants facing slow and painful deaths 
amid dire shortages in resources and deteriorating health infrastructure.

Elderly People Face Severe Risks Amid Ongoing War

Older persons are often left without protection, basic support, or access to 
essential survival needs.

- Repeated forced displacement, chronic health conditions, the collapse of 
health and support systems, and severe shortages of food, clean water, and 
overcrowded living conditions have all worsened the risks for the elderly.

- Restrictions on the import of assistive devices — classified by Israel as 
“dual-use” items — present further obstacles.

- As of 15 June 2025, the Ministry of Health reported that 4,137 elderly people 
(men and women aged 60 and above) have been killed since October 2023.

Gaza's Water Authority Warns of Imminent Disaster Due to Fuel Shortage

Gaza’s Water Authority reported that diesel fuel supplies will only last for one 
more week before a catastrophe occurs.

- Water well production has decreased by approximately 70% due to Israel’s 
ban on fuel deliveries.

- Since the beginning of military operations in March, no fuel has been 
supplied for water wells across the Gaza Strip.



 

Key Risks Threatening the Sector

Risks in Numbers:

- Between 27 May and 13 July, 833 people waiting for humanitarian aid 
died after reaching Gaza hospitals, and more than 5,432 were injured.

- 1.25 million people are facing catastrophic levels of hunger, and 96% of 
Gaza’s population suffers from severe food insecurity.

- In June alone, over 5,800 Palestinian children in Gaza were diagnosed 
with malnutrition.

Critical Shortages in Blood Banks and Laboratories:

- Gaza’s laboratories and blood banks are facing a severe shortage of 
blood units and components, amid a rising number of critical injuries.

- The available blood supply remains far below the monthly demand, 
despite the urgent need.

- Efforts to encourage blood donations from the local population have 
largely failed, as widespread malnutrition and anemia have left many 
residents physically unable to donate, deepening the ongoing health 
crisis.

Fuel Crisis Driving Health and Humanitarian Sectors to Collapse:

The worsening fuel crisis is pushing Gaza’s health and humanitarian 
sectors to the brink of total collapse, severely impacting hospitals, 
desalination plants, and water supply networks.

- Hospitals in Gaza City, particularly Al-Shifa Hospital, are on the verge of 
shutting down. The dialysis unit has already ceased operations to conserve 
electricity for intensive care units and operating rooms amid the continuous 
influx of casualties.

- Thirteen patients are currently in intensive care units, most of them on 
ventilators. Around 100 newborns are in incubators, and 350 patients rely 
on dialysis services – all face critical and immediate risk.

- Operating rooms are expected to stop functioning, and medical teams will 
be unable to treat the overwhelming number of injured.

- Oxygen plants will also shut down, and a hospital without oxygen can no 
longer be called a hospital.
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It should be noted that the Gaza Strip needs
support in the following sectors:

2

(1) Ministry of Health in the Gaza Strip | (2) Government Media Office | (3) Gaza Water
Authority | (4) Doctors Without Borders | (5) UNRWA | (6) UNICEF | (7) Dr. Mohammed Abu Salmiya,
Director of Al-Shifa Medical Complex

References

Fuel for hospitals
Medicines and medical supplies 
 Field hospitals
Supplies for safe childbirth in
hospitals

Postpartum kits 

 Mattresses and blankets
Tents for IDPs

Food parcels, fresh bread and canned foods 
Drinking water
Cooking gas 
Clothing 
Fuel for municipalities to operate
water pumping stations

Cash intervention

Cash intervention (Gaza and West Bank)


